
First ten pages from Breaking Out, an action-adventure film about 
a single mother, KORI who ends up taking on a sex-traffic ring in 
order to save her own life and the lives of many others in order to 
get back to her child.

Although not a comedy, this film uses humor to pace the story 
along and not make it feel bogged down in tension. 

 Even when writing comedy, I like to base the humor in the 
situations and the reality of the characters' worlds.  

BREAKING OUT

by

Raj Trivedi



EXT. INNER CITY LA- DAWN

Flyover a block of apartment buildings- there are kids down 
below walking to school, people smoking, riding bikes, and a 
crowd at the bus stop.  Fly into

INT. KORI'S APARTMENT

The apartment is dull, the paint on the wall has been chipped 
in many places and there are cracks in the walls. The kitchen 
has a flickering light and looks as if it hasn't been 
remodeled since the 1930s.

KORI, 22, beautiful, overworked, is running late for work.  
She puts shoes on her two year old son Jordan, takes his hand 
and they head out to 

INT. APARTMENT CORRIDOR

A dingy little hallway, Kori is leading Jordan by the hand.

KORI
Remember Jordan, don't take 
anything unless Ms. Marie or 
Stefani offer it to you.  And then 
what do you say?

JORDAN
Thank you.

KORI
That's right!  And if you need to 
use the restroom, let one of them 
know, ok?  Don't try to hold it til 
I get back again.

Down one fight of stairs, Kori knocks on a door.  

STEFANI, young, Greek, answers the door.  Kori leaves her son 
with Stefani.

KORI (CONT’D)
I'll see you in the evening 
sweetie, be good for Ms. Stefani 
and Marie.

(to Stefani)
Thanks again Stef!  Where's Marie?  

STEFANI
No problem, Marie's baking for some 
quincenera.

(CONTINUED)



KORI
She's on her way to that bakery of 
her's.

STEFANI
Yep, soon enough.

KORI
(to Jordan)

Ok baby, one kiss for mommy.  Bye!

Kori briskly walks off.

EXT. KORI'S BLOCK

Kori powerwalks down her block.  A bus passes by her.

Kori climbs onto a bus. 

INT. BUS

There is standing room only.  

MALE PASSENGER
Miss?  

He gestures to the seat as he begins to stand up.  

KORI
Thanks.

Kori scoots past the passenger.  His hand rubs up Kori's leg.  

Kori glances at the passenger and he offers her an innocent 
smile that would make Gandhi appear sinister.  She smiles 
back- it must've been an accident.

His hand finds her butt and pinches it- this is no accident.

KORI (CONT’D)
What the hell do you think you're 
doing?

The whole bus is now looking at them.  

MALE PASSENGER
Huh?

KORI
Don't play dumb.  You just grabbed 
my ass, handyman. 
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Male Passenger, TROY is young, dressed in a polo/khaki 
uniform.  He has a buzzed head, a gold capped front tooth and 
a cross tattoo on his neck.

TROY
You don't want to do this.

FEMALE PASSENGER
I saw your hands boy!  That's 
sexual assault!  Get his ass 
arrested.

All the passengers are now on the offender's case.  

RANDOM PASSENGERS
Kick his ass!
Perv!
Throw him off the bus!

BUS DRIVER
You want to press charges, lady?  

Kori looks at Troy, he can't get away from the passengers' 
stares and jibes.  

KORI
I have to get to work, just get him 
off this bus.

The bus pulls over and Troy pushes past the standing 
passengers off the bus.  Troy flips off the bus as it pulls 
away.

FEMALE PASSENGER
You should've pressed charges.  
Some time in jail would've taught 
him some manners.

KORI
And talk to all those cops?

The bus driver's walkie-talkie crackles and the bus pulls 
over.

BUS DRIVER
Sorry to do this fellas.
Can I get everyone off the bus, 
please.  As of now, the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority is 
on strike until further notice.  
Have a good day.  

The passengers all remain seated.
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RANDOM PASSENGER
Come on man, Larry, stop fooling.  
I've got to get to work.

BUS DRIVER
Not fooling.  Just got word from 
the union.  Come on now, everybody.

With some groaning and grumpy voices, the passengers exit the 
bus.

BUS DRIVER (CONT’D)
Have a good day.  Thank you.  Call 
your congressman.  Ask for health 
benefits for your transportation 
workers.

EXT. STREET

Kori gets off, checks the time, sighs.

Kori looks back and past the crowd getting off the bus, she 
can see Troy in the distance, he's looking directly at her.

She shudders and gets on walking.

INT. DR. THOMPSON'S OFFICE

Dentist's office.  It's old and worn out.  In the 
receptionists' office, ceiling tiles are missing or broken or 
dripping.  There are water stains all over the walls and 
ceiling too.

SHONDA, 24, large and in charge in colourful scrubs, is the 
file clerk.  Since all the files are in the front room, she 
shares an office/room with Kori.  Shonda has a pile of files 
in her lap as she rolls around on a chair through the files.

Kori is typing information from a clipboard into a computer.

SHONDA
I would've handed him his nuts!  

KORI
Yea... But he was kind of cute 
though.

They both look at each other.  Shonda can not believe what 
she's hearing.  Then they both start laughing.

SHONDA
Good thing Jordan wasn't there, he 
would've killed this dude too!
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Shonda immediately wishes she could swallow her words back.  

There's a knock at the reception window, Kori slides open the 
window 

KORI
Good morning, do you have an 
appointment?

JERAMY
Umm...Yea.

KORI
What's your name?

JERAMY
No, I mean, I don't have an 
appointment, my tooth just really 
hurts you know?

KORI
Ok sir, but as you can see there's 
a long line in front of you.  You 
can fill out these forms and we'll 
be with you as soon as we can.

Kori hands him a clipboard and pen.

JERAMY
Yea, all right.

Kori closes the window.

Another knock at the window.  It's JERAMY again.  He is 
young, wearing a large hoodie and a hat and looks as if he 
has been in a fight recently.

KORI
Yes?

JERAMY
How long is the wait?

KORI
About 2 hours. *

JERAMY
All right, thanks.

Kori tries to close the window again, but Jeramy shoves the 
clipboard so the window can't close.
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JERAMY (CONT’D)
Miss!

KORI
Yes?

JERAMY
I don't have insurance, is that a 
problem?

KORI
Sir, no one here does- cash is 
fine.

She closes the window.

KORI (CONT’D)
(to Shonda)

Looks like his face got wailed on.

They both giggle.

DR. THOMPSON, greying, and an utter gentlemen escorts an 
elderly patient to the payment window. 

DR. THOMPSON
And these lovely ladies will take 
care of you Mrs. Rodriquez.

KORI
Doctor, Mr. Woods called- he says 
he tried the pills you gave him but 
his tooth still hurts.

DR. THOMPSON
The tooth always hurts Kori.

He cracks himself up.  Kori has heard this one many times 
before.

DR. THOMPSON (CONT’D)
Tell him to supplement those pills 
with two Aleve.  And Shonda, it's 
going to be ten dollars for Mrs. 
Rodriguez today.

Shonda takes care of Mrs. Rodriguez.  Kori opens the window 
to call the next patient and finds Jeramy at the window.  He 
hands Kori the clipboard.

INSERT: clipboard, "I have a gun and if you don't quietly 
empty out all the cash in a bag, everyone here will die.  You 
first."
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Kori looks up to see the patients in the waiting room 
cowering and frightened.  Some are crying, holding their 
children close to them.  

Kori shows Shonda the clipboard, and they both empty the cash 
drawer in a plastic bag without making eye contact with 
Jeramy.  

EXT. STREET-DUSK

Outside the office at the end of the day- Dr. Thompson, 
Shonda and Kori are huddled with a police officer taking some 
final notes as Kori locks the office.

POLICE OFFICER
We reviewed the surveillance video- 

SURVEILLANCE TAPE:

Jeramy is walking around the waiting room as people drop 
their belongings in a bag.  His face is hidden by his hat.

EXT. STREET-DUSK (CONT.)

POLICE OFFICER
Everyone claims they didn't see his 
face.  Are you sure you didn't see 
him?

KORI
I'm sure.

POLICE OFFICER
All right, you understand there's 
not much else we can do then, 
right?

DR. THOMPSON
Officer, if Kori says she didn't 
see him- she didn't see him.

POLICE OFFICER
I'm just saying, if you don't stop 
these guys now, they'll just keep 
coming back.  Next time, they may 
take more than just money.

The officer walks away as Dr. Thompson puts a hand on Kori's *
shoulder. *
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KORI *
Sir, I'm sorry.  My son's father is *
spending life in jail for something *
he didn't do just because a *
witness' description matched him.  *
I can't do that sir. *

DR. THOMPSON *
I know Kori. I know. *

EXT. BUS STOP- LATER

Kori walks to the bus stop.  There is a crowd holding picket 
signs and chanting slogans for their rights.  

Kori walks past them and makes her way home.

EXT. STREET- LATER

As Kori walks, there are lowriders offering her rides, and 
she gets catcalls left and right.  The street is full of 
life.  There are kids skateboarding, music blasting from 
cars, gorgeous golden sunlight streaming through the smog.

INT. APARTMENT CORRIDOR

Kori climbs the stairs to Stefani and Marie's apartment.

She knocks on their door- Marie answers.

MARIE
There you are!  We were starting to 
get worried.  

Jordan runs from behind Marie.

JORDAN
Mommy!

KORI
Aw there's my little doctor! Come 
to mama.

Kori lifts up Jordan and rests him on her hip.  

KORI (CONT’D)
Were you good for Marie and 
Stefani?

MARIE
(laughs) *

We almost forgot he was even here. 
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KORI
(laughs)

Better be almost.  Don't go 
forgetting my little boy. 

INT. KORI'S APARTMENT

Kori goes into the kitchen, looks through the cans in the 
cupboards.

Kori and Jordan sit at the dinner table eating their soup.  

KORI
What did you do all day with Ms. 
Marie?

JORDAN
Bake cake! 

KORI
You helped her bake a cake?

JORDAN
Yea!

KORI
Wow!  Can you teach me how to bake 
a cake?  

INT. KORI'S APARTMENT- LATER

Kori and Jordan watch TV together in their pajamas.  Jordan 
is asleep on the sofa.  

Kori goes to the fridge to get some milk.  There is barely 
any left.

A gunshot fires outside, followed by some screams and a few 
more gunshots.

Kori drops the milk and rushes to Jordan, he's still asleep- 
she looks out the window at the commotion.  Police lights 
appear.

Kori tends to the spilt milk.

Kori looks at the milk and then at Jordan.  After cleaning up 
the mess, Kori carries Jordan back to

INT. APARTMENT CORRIDOR

Stefani and Marie's apartment. 
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Kori knocks on the door.

KORI
Hey Marie!  Do you have any milk I 
could borrow for the morning?  

MARIE
I actually need to get some of my 
own.

KORI
Oh. Ok, well, I'll go grab some if 
you don't mind keeping Jordan for a 
few more minutes.

MARIE
That'd be great!  Don't take too 
long, ok?  Stefani's not home and I 
have to go to a wedding reception 
in a bit.

KORI
Thanks Marie.  

INT. CONVENIENT STORE

Kori gets two quarts of milk and at the last minute, a candy 
bar.

EXT. CONVENIENT STORE

A large black van screeches up in front of the store.  A 
masked man jumps out and forces Kori into the van.  Her 
screams are muffled by his hand.  She drops her grocery bag.

Bystanders just stare- they're unsure of what to do in a 
situation like this.  In this neighborhood, trying to help 
could get you killed.

INT. VAN

There are two masked men sitting in the back of the van full 
of clothes on hangers, they gag Kori and tie her wrists and 
ankles together behind her.  Kori is thrashing around 
screaming for help.

One of the men takes off his mask- it's Troy.  Kori's eyes 
grow wide.

POV KORI- 

Troy pistol whips Kori.
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